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PUBLIC MEETING 

in Room 142, Central Block, University, 
Milner Park, Johannesburg. 

IN DEFENCE OF MUMBO-JUMBO 

PROFESSOR M. G. MAR WICK 

on Monday, 26 September, at 8 p.m. 
All welcome! 
(Professor Maiwick is head of the Department of 
Social Anthropology and naturally knows a good deal 
about social customs and observances. Many rationahsts 
think that Mumbo- Jumbo is just mumbo-jumbo. The 
professor will try to disillusion us.) 



BURSTING INTO PRINT 

With this issue we begin a new experiment. Nearly 
five years ago we started producing the Rationalist 
as a duplicated newsletter for our members. Since 
then the Rationalist Association has grown in num- 
bers and influence. Further expansion demands that 
our journal should have a wider circulation and that 
it should contain more material. This can be most 
effectively done by having it printed. 

We shall certainly need more m.oney to pay for 
printing, and we therefore appeal to all members and 
supporteds to help by 

(a) obtaining new members and subscribers; 

(b) contributing to our Printing Fund (ten £1 con- 
tributions every month, or their equivalent will enable 
us to continue publishing indefinitely); 

(c) selling the Rationalist — write and ask us to 
send you a dozen or half a dozen every month! 

(d) persuading newsagents to stock and display the 
paper. 

In order to advertise the Rationalist and the 
Rationalist Association far and wide, we intend send- 
ing out every month a number of free sample copies. 
If you, dear reader, have received this copy "out of 
the blue", you will know the reason why. If you are 
interested in receiving further copies, please send us 
your subscription (see page 4). If you would like us 
to send free sample copies to your friends or acquain- 
tances, please let us have their names and addresses. 



The hysterical fervour of present-day Royalty 
worship is, without doubt, in excess of anything ob- 
taining in the days when kings ruled by divine right. 
Let us glance at a few newspaper headlines : "The 
little princess waved her hand ... the crowd roared 
its delight ... The schoolboy prince threw his cap in 
the air . . . the crowd went wild . . . The Queen 
smiled . . . the crowd cheered Hke m.ad." 

Like mad! Ye gods. 

— ^Alan O. Snook in The Freethinker. 



DIE AFRIKANER IN DIE MODERNE 
TYD 

In 1938 is die ossewa as simbool van die Afrikaner- 
dom in die moderne tyd aangeneem. Was dit 'n ver- 
standige keuse? Vir aie eeu van spuitvUegtuie en 
ruimtevuurpyle is die simbool effens verouderd. 

'n Engeisman Jean 'n „goeie Ungeisman" wees of 
hy hberaai of reaksioner is, of hy bd van die AngH- 
kaanse kerk of van die „National Secular Society" is, 
en of hy op Sondae voetbal speel of kerk toe gaan. 
Waarom word ons dan „slegte Afrikaners" genoem 
as ons nie vir die „Nasionaie" kandidaat stem nie, 
nie Calvinisties is nie, of as ons met Indiers of Maieiers 
vriende maak? 

i>it het hoog tyd geword dat die Afrikanervolk 
hom begin moderniseer, en dat hy aanmoediging bied 
aan daardie mate van verskeidenheid wat 'n DesKaafde 
volk deesdae moet toon om te kan vooitbestaan. 

As rasionahstiese beweging beskou ons dit as ons 
plig om by die Afrikanerjeug tuis te brmg dat daar 
nou, al tweehonderd jaar geieae m Jiuiopa 'n Kiiucse 
bonding teenoor die godsaiens ontstaan het, en dat 
tans, in alle dele van die wereld, 'n groot aantal be- 
skaafde en opgevoede mense ateiste is. 

'n Jaar of twee gelede het 'n Afrikaanse koerant 
„ontdek" dat 'n sekere lektor in 'n Suid-Afrikaanse 
universiteit „nie in God of in die Bybel geglo het nie". 
Die koerant het hierdie feit as „skoki:end" beskou. 
Daar is inderdaad honderde lektore in ons universi- 
teite (selfs bale in die Afrikaanse universiteite) wat 
skeptics teenoor die godsdiens staan. Daar sou lets 
verkeerd wees as alle universiteitsdosente ortodokse 
Christene was. 

Dit is skokkend dat bale mense in ons land huiwer 
om hul sienswyse in verband met geloof uit te spieek, 
omdat huUe vervolging vrees. Ook is dit skokkend dat 
Afrikaanse onderwysers in Transvaalse skole huiwer 
om vir hul leerlinge die ewolusieleer te noem, en dat 
selfs in sekere Afrikaanse universiteite die ewolusie- 
leer as onheil beskou word. 

Ons bepleit nie die ateiswording van die Afrikaner- 
volk as geheel nie. Skeptisisme is 'n gawe wat slegs 
'n beskaafde minderheid kan besit. Die gewone mens 
soek sekuriteit in 'n gevestigde geloof. My wil altyd 
soos sy medemens doen en dink. Maar vir die gesonde 
ontwiiikeling van die Afrikanerdom in die moderne 
wereld moet daar in die Afrikaanse intellektuele kring 
'n plek gemaak word vir die rasionalis, die agnostikus 
en die ateis. 



The fact that a believer is happier than a sceptic 
is no more to the point than. the fact that a drunken 
man is happier than a sober one. The happiness of 
credulity is a cheap and dangerous quality — 

G. Bernard Shaw. 
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EVOLUTION AND THE SOUL 

Intelligent and learned Christians have long ceased 
to dispute the fact of evolution. They now declare that 
it was "God's method of Creation". The Bible is no 
longer considered to be a scientific text book, but a 
compendium of moral precepts from which suitable 
texts can be extracted for use in Sunday sermons. 

A writer in the Catholic Southern Cross favours 
the views that an ape-like creature evolved to a point 
where God intervened and provided it with an im- 
mortal soul. Since "God" and "soul" are mental con- 
cepts, one is not compelled to believe that they have 
any objective existence. It would be interesting to dis- 
cover, however, at what point in man's evolution God 
is supposed to have taken an active hand in the process. 
There is now a considerable body of evidence 
concerning the recent evolution of man. This evidence 
does not indicate that the transition from brute to man 
was sudden, unique or scientifically inexplicable. On 
the contrary a whole series of intermediate fossil forms 
links man with those early ape-like creatures who 
came down from the trees and walked upright on the 
face of the earth. 

The existing races of man constitute a heterogeneous 
assemblage of interbreeding types collectively classed 
by zoologists as Homo sapiens. These sapiens types 
have been the only men living during the last 20,000 
years or so, but prior to that there were other men, 
broadly called neanderthaloid, whose skulls have been 
found in Europe, Asia and Africa. These neandertha- 
loids are often classed as a separate species. Homo 
neanderthalensis. 

There are various criteria for the concept "species". 
The Linnaean definition is that a species is a group 
of organisms capable of interbreeding and producing 
fertile offspring. We do not know whether some or all 
of the neanderthaloids, if they had survived, would 
have been interfertile with modern man. There is no 
a priori reason for suggesting that they would not. 
Some believe that neanderthaloid types were exter- 
minated by sapient types at the close of the last ice 
age, but that there might have been a certain amount 
of interbreeding (possibly by adoption of neandertha- 
loid females), since neanderthaloid traits, e.g. heavy 
brow-ridges, still occur occasionally in modern man. 

Regarding their culture, we know from very strong 
circumstantial evidence that the neanderthaloids used 
fire and made stone tools. We know nothing for certain 
about their language, clothing or social organisation, 
but there is no obvious reason for excluding these 
animals from the category described as "human". 

The neanderthaloids appear to have been preceded 
by another type of anthropoid the skulls of which are 
dated as roughly half a million years old. These in- 
clude the ape-man of Java and Peking man. They have 
been grouped with other similar forms and collectively 
named Palaeanthropus. We may regard Palaeanthropus 
as more "primitive", i.e. less like modern man, than 
neanderthal man. Nevertheless these animals also used 
fire and made stone implements, both of which are 
considered to be human traits. 

Going still further back in time, possibly one 
million years, we discover a group of even more primi- 
tive man-apes, the australopithecines or dartians, whose 
bones are found in Africa and southern Asia. These 
include the famous fossils of Taungs, Sterkfontein, 
Kromdraai and Makapansgat, all "ware Afrikaners". 
The first specimen, found at Taungs in 1924, was 
described by Dart. Others were discovered by Broom. 
They are at present being studied by Robinson and 
his associates at the Transvaal Museum. 



These animals resembled modern man in their 
erect posture, but they had a brain capacity equal 
only to half that of ourselves, and similar to that of 
the great apes, the gorilla and the chimpanzee. It 
seems unlikely that they used fire, but Dart, A. S. 
Brink and other are firmly of the opinion that they 
used bones as tools and weapons. They apparently 
hunted in packs, and were also scavengers, collecting 
the remains of slaughtered animals and leaving their 
bones in the caves in which they lived. 

The dartians-, like more recent anthropoids and 
modern men, showed great variation in type. Some 
of them, e.g. Paranthropus of Kromdraai, had a denti- 
tion indicating vegetarian habits. The most common 
type, Australopithecus, had the dentition of an omni- 
vore, very similar to our own, and seems to have been 
in the direct line of our human ancestry. 

Faced with these facts and very plausible theories, 
what is the attitude of the theologian who declares that 
at a certain point in history God united man's body 
with an immortal soul? As far as we know the evolu- 
tion of species proceeds by the accumulation of muta- 
tions in diverging populations. There could have been 
no "first man" and "first woman". Adam and Eve 
are definitely "out". At what point is this complex 
sequence could it be said that those who went before 
were mere animals and those who came after human 
beings with souls? 

Let us rather abandon the unscientific notion that 
we have immortal souls. It is an unnecessary hypothesis. 
When you are dead you are dead, anyway. 



WE ARE NON-POLITICAL 

A Stellenbosch correspondent writes to ask for 
our assm-ance that we are non-political. We can 
give him this assurance, but being rationalist, we should 
like to define the term. We are interested in the spiead 
of rational and critical thinking and are mainly con- 
cerned with philosophical, religious and moral prob- 
lems. If some of our members apply rational thought 
in the sphere of politics, this is something to be 
welcomed. We have in fact members in the four main 
political parties in this country, namely the National, 
United, Liberal and Progressive parties. The bulk of 
our members, as far as we know, are not particularly 
interested in politics and are unattached. 

We have taken action or made pronouncements 
from time to time on matters that might be deemed 
political.' But this was only because the Government 
of the day has done things which interfered in our 
opinion with freedom of conscience or liberty of 
thought and expression. Last year, for instance we 
organised a protest against the import ban on Bertrand 
Russell's book, "Why I am Not a Christian". As an 
organisation we are definitely opposed to Christian- 
National Education or any other form of religious 
indoctrination in schools. We shall continue to propa- 
gate these views no matter what political party is in 
power. 



But why should man be humbler when he comes 
face to face with God? Because God is better, wiser 
and more powerful than man? A poor reason. No 
better than that my maid should humble herself before 
me because I'm white, have more money and am better 
educated than she is. I should have thought it was 
God who would have cause to be humble when He 
reflects upon what an indifferent job he has made in 
the creation of a human being. — Somerset Maughan. 
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BANNED ESSAY SOLD OUT 

In January this year we decided to publish in 
English and Afrikaans Bertrand Russell's essay, "Why 
I am Not a Christian". We did this because the Minister 
of Interior had placed an import ban on a volume 
of Russell's writings of which this essay was one. 
Lord Russell and his publishers kindly gave their 
permission. We ordered 3,000 copies and priced them 
at 2/6d. each. They were supplied to booksellers at 
£1 per dozen. The whole issue has now been sold out 
with the exception of a few dozen copies which we 
are keeping because they may be valuable as Africana 
some day. We are pleased to publish the following 
balance sheet which does not account for copies distri- 
buted free. 


Student Rationalists at Wits 

During 1960 the students' Rationalist Society at 
Wits has continued to provide some sort of antidote 
to the moral narcotics spread by the Anglican and 
Catholic societies and the S.C.A. Five meetings have 
been held this year. Mr. R. G. Robinson spoke on 
'"The puzzling idea of God", Prof. S. Davis on "Reli- 
gions of Greece and Rome", Mr. F. G. Langman on 
"Literature and morals", and Mr. "D. S. Livingstone 
on "Politics and semantics". In addition, a successful 
debate was held with the Anglican Society, the subject 
being "Man is his own saviour". The Rationalist 
Society published its second "New Heretic", a very 
readable number, from which we hope to filch certain 
extracts. 


INCOME EXPENDITURE 

To sales By Printing 

Cash rec'd. £197 3 10 3,000 copies £150 
Amounts due 16 6 8 postages, etc. 6 10 

bad debts 5 
advertising 12 
Profit 51 8 6 


OMAR Si: 

Reeds vurig in my jeug het ek begeer 
Om by geleerde heiliges te leer. 
En huUe oor en weer hoor redeneer — 
En ledig uit hul poorte weergekeer. 

Met huUe het ek wysheids-saad gesaai 

En met my hand gearbei om te maai; 

En dit was al die oes wat ek kon win: 

„Ek kom soos water, gaan soos wind wat waai." 

Die rollende gewelf het ek gevlei: 
„Seg, het die lot 'n lamp ook om te lei 
Sy kindertjies wat struikel in die nag?" 
„Ja, dwaallig!" was die antwoord wat ek kry. 


£213 10 6 £213 10 6 


We wish to thank all those who contributed to 
the success of the venture: friends who guaranteed 
expenses, members who bought and sold copies, and 
those progressive booksellers who co-operated. The 
Rationalist Association, gained a number of new 
members as a result of the publicity achieved. We do 
not know whether the Minister deserves our thanks 


for this or not! 


THE AMERICANS! 


DEFIHISIES — STEM U SAAM? 

ATEIS: iemand wat nie in die bestaan van God 
glo nie, OF iemand wat die bestaan van God ontken, 
OF iemand wat geen god het nie. 

AGNOSTISISME : leer dat die mens die wese van 
God en van dinge nie kan ken nie, en daarom net die 
sigbare en tasbare in aanmerking kan neem, OF leer 
dat die Eerste Oorsaak lets onbekend (of onkenbaar) 
is, en daarom kan ons niks van 'n god of gode ken 
nie. 

RASIONALIS: iemand wat in sy geloof en sy 
handelinge alleen deur die verstand gelei word, OF 
iemand wat, in die bespreking van godsdienstige pro- 
bleme, dieselfde kritiese metodes besig as wat in die 
geskiedenis en die wetenskap gebruik word. 


Oh how the Americans enrage me! It is foolish 
I know to allow oneself to be angry at a whole nation, 
but they fill me with disgust. Disgust for their smug 
crusading attitude, the self assurance that God is with 
them, and their hypocritical over-emphasis on religion. 
God is a word that springs too readily to their lips. 
They cry Christianity and oppose social medicine, cry 
equality and will not integrate schools, prate of free 
speech and anathematise all agnostics. Surely the 
country which gave the world so much in technology 
can shake itself free of the thraldom of religion that 
denies even freedom of thought? Or have modern 
methods of advertising brainwashed the people too 
completely Tristran in the New Zealand Rationa- 
list. 


Wil u by die Rasionalisteyereniging 


FREEDOM AND WILL 

The mind does not create the physical world; the 
world creates the mind as imperfect conscious copies 
of itself integrated as an index of its similar sequences. 

If a man wills to do what he judges to be effec- 
tive, there is no freedom of the will, the judgment 
being determined by the evidence. If passion over- 
powers his judgment, also there is no freedom of the 
will. 

When under the same cirmustances one man is 
honest and another dishonest, there is a continuing 
difference in their neural characters producing the dif- 
ference in moral behavious, not just a momentary 
difference in willing. — ^Charles Smith. 


aansluit? 

Die vereniging bied u 'n geleentheid om gods- 
diens, sedelike kwessies en soortgelyke onderwerpe 
vryhk te bespreek. Ons glo dat dergelike vraagstukke 
krities en logics aangepak moet word, en ons weier 
dus om op dogma of outoriteit staat te maak. 

Lede word nie verwag om enige geloofsverklaringe 
te doen nie. HuUe moet slegs bereid wees om enige 
vraagstuk onbevooroordeeld te ondersoek. Lidmaat- 
skap kos 10/- per jaar, en daarmee stuur ons ook 
vir u ons maandelikse tydskrif, die Rasionalis. Ons 
adverteer ons publieke vergaderings in hierdie tydskrif 

Lede vergader gereeld vir studieklasse in Johan- 
nesburg en Kaapstad. Daar is uitleenbibHoteke by hier- 
die twee takke. 

Skryf gerus aan die Sekretaris, Rasionahstevereni- 
ging, Posbus 11221, Johannesburg. 
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FOLLY AND FRAUD IN SCIENCE 

Jean Rostand is one of France's leading biologists. 
A collection of his essays, translated from the French 
by A. J. Pomerans has recently appeared in English 
entitled "Error and Deception in Science" (Huicnin- 
son, 1960), The title essay deals majily with so-called 
"collective errors" which have sometimes afficted 
science and scientists. 

As a sort of type case the author recalls the 
"discovery" of "N-rays" made by the distinguished 
physicist Rene Blondlot in 1903. The initial dramatic 
discovery was followed by others equally striking and 
a whole group of scientists was drawn into the work. 
The wave-length of the rays was determined and their 
effects on animals mvestigated. Their use in the diag- 
nosis of disease and in brain therapy was demonstrated. 
Nl-rays were then discovered which were said to 
counteract the effects of N-rays. In spite of this auspi- 
cious beginning, somehow doubts began to creep in. 
Experiments could not be repeated. Finally the whole 
edifice collapsed and no more was heard of N-rays. 

"If highly trained scientists", writes Rostand, 
"could fall victim to these mass delusions, it need 
not surprise us that delusion holds an even greater 
sway among pseudo-scientists. A love of miracles and 
mystery, of magic and the supernatural, together with 
rank mythomania and self-seeking charlatanism are 
here, combined with incredible gullibity. While science 
quickly rectifiies its errors (the whole N-ray business 
lasted for only two years) the pseudo-sciences can 
persist in their delusions without let or hindrance." 

Among particular pseudo-scientific delusions men- 
tioned is radiesthesia which claims thousands of fol- 
lowers in France and other countries. Radiesthesia is 
practised by means of an amplifying instrument, a 
ring or a pendulum. Some experts are able to diagnose 
the sex of an unborn infant by holding the pendulum 
above the mother's abdomen. One practitioner, work- 
with a single hair, was able to determine the blood 
pressure of the owner of the hair who was thousands 
of m'les away. And so on. 

"Need we stress", says the author "that this whole 
business is nothing but utter folly . . . For anyone 
with the slightest training in science, there can be.no 
doubt that the problems posed by radiesthesia simply 
do not exist, the only puzzle being how so many 
people of normal intelligence can be taken in by this 
form of systematized insanity" ... 

While we may say that no reputable scientist has 
ever taken radiesthesia seriously, the same is not true 
of metaphysics. Thus Freud and Carrel believed in 
telepathy, and Crookes, Oliver Lodge, Crawford and 
Richet in telekinesis. At this very moment, serious 
scientists look with some favour on the" experimental 
work of Rhine, who claims to have shown, by strict 
statistical methods, the existence of extra-sensory per- 
ception and the effect of mind over matter . . . 

T personally am convinced that there is not an 
ounce of truth in any of these notions. Until I am 
proved wrong, I shall continue to take all psychic 
phenomena (occult movement of objects, levitation, 
materialization, etc.) for crude superstition. As regards 
the so-called mental phenomena (telepathy, premoni- 
tions, clairvoyance, etc.) I think that some must be 
attributed to pure co-incidence and others to uncon- 
scious or — far more frequently — to deliberate de- 
ception." 



Published by Edward R. Roux for the Rationalist Association, 
P.O. Box 11221, Johannesburg. Printed by Marin's Agencies, 
280 Fox Street, Johannesburg. 



BISHOP ON BEVAN 

In his tribute to Aneurin Bevan in Westminster 
Abbey, the Bishop of Southwark said: 

"What would Aneurin Bevan have thought of this 
ceremony to-day? He would have viewed it with sus- 
picion and respect. Suspicion of the context, but respect 
because he would honour the intention of free men. 
Aneurin Bevan hated humbug and would not wish 
me to pretend he was other than he was, a humanist 
and an agnostic. He was not an atheist because he 
felt a sincere reverence for the mystery of life. But 
whenever a parson appeared, the battle raged and no 
holds were barred." 



WOMEN'S DRESS? 

The Vatican does not want women to wear 
trousers, slacks or any kind of shorts that are not 
underwear. It has authorised a statement by the Arch- 
bischop of Genoa, - declaring that "male dress alters 
v/omen's psychology" and irreparably damages the 
family. For women to wear masculine dress is an affront 
to the proper order of things. 

To which we retort that the Archbishop ought 
to take a look in the mirror sometime when he is 
"dressed for the job" and ask himself (a) if he looks 
m^asculine? (b) does women's dress alter his psychology? 
and (c) is his outfit an affront to the proper order of 
things? — The Freethinker. 



Mr. James Drummond, of 27 Prains Avenue, 
Durban, has a number of books which he wishes to 
donate to the Rationalist Association; He asks whether 
any friend of the Association who is visiting Durban 
and returning to Johannesburg by car would offer to 
transport the books. He would like to be advised be- 
forehand, so that he can have the books ready. 



Teken in op die Rasionalis! 

Indien u nie by die Rasionalistevereniging wil aan- 
sluit nie, maar wel die Rasionalis gereeld wil ontvang, 
is die intekengeld 5/- per jaar (12 uitgawes) posvry. 
Stuur 'n poswissel aan Posbus 11221, Johannesburg. 



Join the Rationalist Association! 

The Association provides a platform for the free 
discussion of religion, morals and related topics un- 
trammeled by appeals to authority, dogma and revela- 
tion. Apart from a willingness to discuss all matters 
freely we ask no expression of belief from members. 
The annual subscription is 10/-, which includes the 
monthly .Rationalist. Study' classes for members meet 
regularly in Johannesburg and Cape Town. Both 
centres have lending libraries. Public meetings are 
advertised in this journal. 

Write to the Secretary, Rationalist .Association.. 
P.O. Box 12221, Johannesburg. 



Subscribe to the Rationalist! 

For those who do not wish to join the Rationahst 
Association, but would like to receive the Rationalist 
regularly, the subscription is 5/- per annum (12 num- 
bers) post-free. Send postal order to P.O. Box 11221, 
Johannesburg. 



